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 The office of Environmental Education and 

Biodiversity Research Center spearheaded the cel-

ebration of the 9th Annual University Environment 

Week 2022 on December 5 ð 9, 2022 with the 

theme, òURS: Advancing Environmental Conserva-

tion Initiatives, Investing In Our Planetò in partner-

ship with Extension Office and Provincial Environ-

ment and Natural Resources Office ð Rizal. 
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 The event covered simultaneous activities such 

as Opening Program on the First day with invited Key-

note Speaker, Dr. Angelina P. Galang, Trustee of the 

Green Convergence for Safe Food, Healthy Environ-

ment and Sustainable Economy. The event was then 

participated by its Partner Agency, PENRO Rizal, rep-

resented by For. Ernesto M. Diso, Chief of the Tech-

nical Services Division, together with other respected 

personnel from their office. And also, Engr. Mario T. 

Cayetano, Chief RENRO, Rizal Province, the Local 

Government Unit and Municipal/City Environment and 

Natural Resources offices of Rizal, the featured Wild-

life Photographer, Mr. Mhark Ban Gatela, URS Admin-

istrative Officers, Dr. Allan E. Conde, Vice President 

for Academic Affairs, Dr. Niclie L. Tiratira, Director for 

Research, the deans of the different colleges, Heads 

of Unit, Students Organization, Faculty and Staff at-

tended the face-to-face ceremony. Moreover, the 

Launching and Ribbon Cutting of the DENR and Wild-

life Exhibit was headed by Officials of PENRO Rizal, 

URS Administrators,  Keynote Speaker and Guest. 

The exhibit was opened for viewing from December 5 

to 9, 2022. Added to that, before the Opening program 

ends, Ms. Ann Hazel Javier, Senior Communications 

Development Officer, DENR CALABARZON, turned 

over 5 Coffee Table Books to the office of EEBRC.  

 The 2nd Environment Summit was held on the 

afternoon of the first day. It is a Symposium on Envi-

ronment with 

specific topic on 

Solid Waste 

Management , 

invited speakers 

are from the 

office of DENR 

Environmental 

M a n a g e m e n t 

Bureau of Re-

gion IV A, For. 

Corazon C. 

Gasapos, Su-

pervising Envi-

ronmental Man-
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agement Specialist, Engr. Lexter B. Sandoval, Senior 

Environmental Management Specialist and Coca Cola 

Philippines, represented by Ms. Maricon Alvarez, 

Master Trainer and Christian Vincent Satuna, Pro-

gram Officer. 

 EEBRC holds its two (2) days Nature Walk 

and Wildlife Photography Featuring Mr. Noli C. 

Gabilo, Champion of Titit Photo contest of the City 

Environment and Parks Management Office at Ba-

guio City on July 1, 2022. He is an expert in the vari-

ous field of Photography including wildlife, landscape, 

Travel, advertising, Astrophotography and the like. He 

has contributed photographs to the different coffee 

table book, has conducted one-man exhibit and 

bagged various awards. Also, Mr. Raymund F. Mercu-

rio, In-charge of the Regional Wildlife Center in con-

current capacity as the Development Management 

Officer III and Assistant Manila Bay Site Coordinating 

Management office of DENR Region IV-A 
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(CALABARZON). This event is in partnership with 

TAMRON Philippines, BENRO, LOWEPRO, FujiFilm and 

PENRO Rizal.  Participants together with the Resource 

personnel conducted a nature walk inside the locally de-

clared protected area of URS Tanay Campus. It is an ac-

tual observation of the key species inside the forest. The 

local declaration of approximately 6 Ha Protected Forest 

inside the main campus at Tanay, Rizal serves that the 

university through the office of Environmental Education 

and Biodiversity Research Center recognize the critical 

importance of protecting and maintaining the natural bio-

logical and physical diversities of the environment, notably 

of areas with unique features to sustain human life and 

development, as well as plant and animal life. 

Turned over Coffee Table Books 

 EEBRC organized a competition during the con-

duct of the 9th Annual University Environment Week 

2022, a virtual Eco-Vlogging Contest, Eco-Tiktok Dance 

Challenge, and Sabayang Pagbikas para sa Kalikasan. 

Entries highlighted environmental advocacies, promoting 

environmental education among youth and children (e.g., 

responsible water consumption, global challenges of cli-

mate change, responsible waste management practices), 

Wildlife conservation and Personal stories of environmental 

conservation advocacy, the competition was participated 

by the university students. 

Screenshots of the winning entry videos of the previously conducted 
Eco-Vlogging Contest, Eco-Tiktok Dance Challenge, and Sabayang 
Pagbigkas para sa Kalikasan.  
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 Five (5) heads of Philippine Hanging Parrot 

were released within the URS Tanay declared Pro-

tected Forest on December 11, 2022, Sunday, 7:00 

am. 

 These wildlife species were found abandoned 

by the enforcement team headed by For. Joey Berdan 

while conducting regular operation within Purok 3, 

Brgy.  Calawis, Antipolo City, Rizal. Colasisi or Philip-

pine Hanging Parot, (Loricus philippensis) is consid-

ered Critically endangered based on Appendix II 

(CITES). 

 Witnesses to the release are Engr. Maribeth S 

Esteva, Head of EEBRC, For. Joey Berdan, Ms. Maria 

Rodora Progosa and Engr. Robinell Pepito from PEN-

RO Rizal. 

 Transpired from the previously conducted Na-

ture Walk and Wildlife Photography of URS in cele-

bration of the 9th Annual University Environment 

Week 2022 on December 6-7, 2022, there were docu-

mented no less than five (5) Philippine hanging parrot 

(Loriculus philippensis) within forest feeding them-

selves at the fruit of Palmera. 
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 The Environmental Education and Biodiversity 

Research Center, headed by Engr. Maribeth S. Esteva 

was invited as the Resource Speaker to discuss Envi-

ronmental Awareness, in compliance with the require-

ments of RA 9163 otherwise known as the National Ser-

vice Training Program Act of 2001, the University of Ri-

zal System conducted the 2022 National Service Train-

ing Program Online Common Module Orientation on 

August 25 and 26, 2022.  

 The activity aims to provide NSTP students with 

the basic ideas on citizenship training, drug education, 

disaster awareness, preparedness and management, 

environmental protection, and national security concerns 

as mandated by the NSPT Law. It was participated by 

3,706 students of the university. 

 Environmental Education and Biodi-

versity Research Center, received a High 

Performing Center Award (2nd Citation). In 

profound recognition of its exemplary per-

formance in attaining the Centerôs Objec-

tives with Outstanding contributions rele-

vant to the field. Headed by Engr. Maribeth 

S. Esteva with the responsive staff, Miss. 

Cleofas M. Ramiro, Mr. Rodante E. SaJo, 

and the 10 campusesô focal personnel. The 

award was given during the 17th Annual 

Celebration of University Program on 

Awards and Incentives for Service Excel-

lence (PRAISE) with the theme, 

ñTransforming Public Servants toward Re-

siliencyò, at the URS Morong, EARTS, on 

September 29, 2022. 
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The EEBRC together with the office VP 

RDEP, Research, Focal Personnel, and selected Biol-

ogy Professors conducted a Lakbay Aral at the Na-

tional Museum of Natural History (NMNH) on July 19, 

2022. 

The intent of the activity is to expose the Focal 

Personnel and some Biology professors to the Philippine 

biodiversity which can be found at the Museum. NMNH 

exhibits the Philippine Biodiversity, Geology, Minerals, 

and Energy Resources, Mossy, Montane, and Pine For-

est, Lowland evergreen Rainforests, Karst Forests, 

Freshwater Wetlands, Mangroves, Beaches, and Inter-

tidal Zones, Marine Realm, the natural Inheritance, and 

in September 2022, the Philippine Flora and Fauna Arts. 

The activity is a non-guided tour inside the museum, but 

the management conducted an orientation activity dis-

cussing the history and content of the gallery before the 

visit to each exhibit room. This activity was initiated in 

connection with the celebration of World Environment 

Day, Philippine Eagle Week, World Rainforest Day, and 

World Mangrove Day. 

 Environmental Education and Biodiversity Re-

search Center cooperated with the Laboratory School 

and Focal Person of URS Tanay Campus to conduct 

an orientation program for the freshmen transferees 

and old students of LS, on September 2, 2022, where 

the speaker was Engr. Maribeth S. Esteva, Head EE-

BRC, discussed the URS Environmental Advocacy, the 

implementation of the university environmental guide-

lines: (a) proper waste disposal, (b) community educa-

tion and public awareness, (c) tree planting and care of 

plants, (d) smoke-free campus, (f) agricultural practic-

es, (g) animal in the campus, (h) energy conservation, 

(i) water conservation, purchasing of materials,  (j) en-

vironmental army, (k) environmental fee and (l) en-

forcement . It was participated by 307 students of the 

university. 
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 The University participated in the celebration of 

the International Day for Biological Diversity on May 

2022, as the global community is called to re-examine 

our relationship to the natural world, with the theme 

ñBuilding a shared future for all lifeò fitting within the 

context of the ongoing United  Nations Decade on Res-

toration, which highlights that biodiversity is the answer 

to several sustainable development challenges, the 

slogan conveys the message that biodiversity is the 

foundation upon which we can build back better. 

 EEBRC together with all campuses of the Uni-

versity of Rizal System initiated a clean-up drive, tree 

caring/planting, landscaping, or recycling activities with-

in the month of May. 
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 In connection with the celebration of International 

Day for Biological Diversity, URS Pililla Campus request-

ed the seedlings to the office EEBRC for the tree planting 

activity inside the vicinity of their campus on May 26, 

2022. 

 Information Education Campaign Materials pro-

duced and disseminated the poster/brochure created by 

the EEBRC based on the environmental celebrations/

events national and international thru posting on the EE-

BRC Facebook page for information and campaign initia-

tives. 


